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ed are they which are perſecuted for du ake, 
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Bleſſed are ye when Men ſball revile you, and perſecute Jou, 


W - all manner of evil a 27 ah for my ſake. 
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Bleſſed are they which ane per ſected for Righteonſ- 
* _ neſs ſake, for theirs u the Kingdom of Meaven. © 
Bleſſed are ye when Men ſhall re vile fans and perſe- 
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for my fate ow Ot Zo oh 
| 4955 and be exceeding glad, for great i your Re- 
ward in Heaven: for ſo perſecuted they the' Pro- 
pbets which were before „ . 


mention the Caſe of ſuffering Perſecution for Rig h- 
teouſneſs ſake, while we are protected by whole 
F » ſome Laws in the full and quiet Enjoyment of 
that Holy Religion, and thoſe valuable Rights and Li- 


couragements, or lay doun the Duties which attend 


Exalted with Succeeſſes, big with growing Hopes, and 
and at reſt in >full Indolgenco of er ey eat Libs 


grant, or Honeſt Reaſonable: Mien defire, might ſeem 
at an unſeaſonable or uſeleſs Employment; if 
there were not Perſecution within the Bounds of Eaws, 
and therefore not to be 
conſtantly affect us a4dſen; and 45;Chrifzans.;, if. there 
were not Suffering fin Rig bteonſneſi ſate, which may reach 

us as a People, either thro our inteſſine Diviſions, or our 
open Enemies, from which the moſt zealous Defender 
of out Religion, and of our Rights, may not always be 
able to ſecure us, without our lead adherence to thoſe 


us it a conſtant and firm Preperation of Mind:toward 
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cute you, and ſay ail manner of evi againſt you: fal 


berties which ſecure to us; to propoſe the En- 
or relate to that uncomfortable Condition, to a People 


n a Mild and Gracious Government can wiſ y | 
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prevented by them, which will 


we 


Dutiei vhich that Caſe requires, and ought to ſuggeſt to 


die 
„ 595. | 


the reſolute Practice of che Darier of rhat State wert 
not always neceſſary to us in both Reſpects; and if the 
Memorial of the b Martyr” of this Day, St. Ste- 


lation. | 
f. | © He was the firſt who had che Honour to * 65 the 
* | Son'df Rigbteonſmeſs 

in the bloody Lie of Holy Mattyrs and Se fe 
— with the Coptons of Wei wee 0 Pirfecte 


many kinds of Sufferings Which awaited thoſe whom 
he leſt behind him to — if <ro them all, is of too 
narrow an Inflaence, and uficotition uſe to confine 
our Meditations. I preſume to mention it upon this 
Occaſion, only to awaken out Attention to a wider 


f | wasnot permitted che tepeated Exerertiſe or Need of, 
=} — | which't theſe Words of our Bleiſed Saviour open to 


id sto, they whth wn Ya for Righteouſneſs Jake, 


le for 'dbeiry is the 555 Heaveh, 

id Bleſſed are ye A A LR you, ind perſecute jos, 
5 | and ſay all manner of odors Rane my ſake. 

y * Rejuyer and be exceedin great your reward in 
17 Heaven: for ſo 2 rhey t the gelbe, which were . 


* | "The Words therofore I may beg leave to eil \you, 
_ deſign'd by our bleſſed 5 to afford abimdance 

th | needs it much, and is very uſicomfortable in it -_ 

Enjoyment is the Aim and che Purſuit of eve 

ture, fue hoe and re d, as it is here, 

Divine Prokitbitions : reſtraind and ab by 


_ Intereſts of equal Pretenders; and defeated ny 
> den bf the net 2 Ty of Life" 1 e 


; plow, did not of i ſelf account forthe Propriety of the 


and thetefore ſtands the foremoſt ; 


But ce fe luſtance of that Holy Martyt, Gro he 
bang his Race, and conſequently une xercisd in 


h. 
Scene of Duty, and a Stock of Conſolarions;which he | 


Eiicoutagetnehe and Comfort to # Condition that 


Human Laws: hatin continually by the Inter- 
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+ Life, and toa ſteady Courſe 


veſi ſake; which will alſo lead us to the Duties thatiarc 


Thing, and the Force 
- - Powers of. it (elf indifferent Og 


bear the leaſt Encroachment on that poor remainder 
of it, that is left ro make their courſe of Life run ſmooth- 


. ly on; with ſome degree of Indolence, if not compla- 


cency. But when thoſe Encroachments grow in Weight 
or Number, when they are attended with Inflictions, 

with Pain and Suffer ings unprovok'd and undeſerv'd, 
their Impatience natutally riſes high, and ſwells to the 
utmoſt degree of Indign ation. 

Ho difficult is it chen to perſuade; em to a Scene of 
Action whoſe natural 
Tendency is to proveke,theſe Suffering: What Perſua- 
ſions are ſufficient to induce, What Examples to invite, 
what Rewards to encourage them to ite 


This is what the don of God here takes upon bim to 


do, with all the Power of Example, with all the Force 
of Reaſon, and with all the promiſing Aſſurances that can 
be requiſite to ſo difficult an Attempt. t. 
The R.mard is great in the Kingdom of Heaven, The 


Example ſufficiently. Encouapeing, in the like uſage of the 
* Propbets #bat went before u We have only to ſuſpend: a 
while the Tryal o 


5 their Force upon us, till we have 
I. What u Perſecution? which will ſnew us 1 they 

are that are Perſecuted. and I 
II. ben we may be ſaid to be Perſecuted for e 


ailite to that State. 


No Perſecution ſeems to me to be an Abuſe of Power | 
employ'd to the Harm of another, with ſomething of | 


 Eaperneſi, Purſuit and Per N 1 bg — 
t ord together, ſeem to 
give us this full Account, of it. 7 97 
| bed p ood or il ule, tho gi- 
ven Orp by God, entruſted or reſerv'd by Men 
for good alone. And therefore wherever the Seat i of 


Power u, to what Degree ſocyer i CART extends, 


to that Degree there may be alſo the Seat of Perſecution. 


Wherever there is an Inlet to the Inſults of Power, to hat of 
4 S. | | | : 2 +1 | ; 4 Degree. 4 <4 
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1 lies open; to that Degree there 
. . alſo the Seat of Sulfering. | 
$f 


6 this Account it is that t Ky remacy of Pawy it 
ſelf is not exempt from Perſecution. Far be it franmme, 


but to ſuppoſe a Rigbt of Perſecuting.it 3 The very No- 
tion of Perſecution implies· Vnrig neſs, But as no 
Power, beſides God's, is infinite or perfect; ſo where- 
ever there is an imperfection of Power, there. is alſo a 
Breach open for the Aſſaults of it. And as no Mortal 
is fo weak, ſo wholly deſtitute of Power, but that he 
has where withal to be ſome way or other upon the Of- 
fenſive; ſo there is no one, therefore, who in his turn 
is not ſome way or other capable of Perſecution,, 
To give an Inſtance in one kind of it, which the Text 
it ſelf takes Notice of. The meaneſt Vaſſals upon 
Earth can have the Inſolence to ſay, with our Tongue we 
will Pe our Lips are our own, who ts Lord over us > 
And l wiſh the Practice of them too did not too often 
verifie-it to a Demonſtration. one 
With whatever Priviledges of Exemption, therefore 
we may flatter our ſelyes or others; Perſecution is what 
ſome way. or other, from the Higheſt to the Loweſt, 
all of us lie open to. To our unſpeakable Comfort it is 
roach or Aſſaults of it, if we can pre- 

tend to thoſe Circumſtances which are requiſite to make 
good our. Claim to the High Rewer thay do attend 


we may be ſaid therefore to be perſecuted for Rig b- 


M ben 
teouſneſs ſale, is the next thing that it concerns us to in-„ 


gon ingo; which will lead usalſo to the Duties of that 
ate. . | en 


For the Reward of Peofecution is not the eaſy Prize of 
puniſud Wickedneſs, or heady obſtinate Opiniatrety, 


of They are Bleſſed only who are perſecuted for Righteouſneſs 

[ake \, whoin Men ſhall Rewile and Perſecute, and ſay all man- 

er of evil againſt... falſiy, for Chriſt's ſake, on the account 

ward alone i great in Heaven. 
| ET On | 
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Now Men may b ſaidto 


ries Sans Duties of 
Stat; not in thoſe Ads alone whic che Fat 


antI;ftiip of God, (tho in thoſe 8 
dee the whale Stage of Chriſtian Partue; as Folie, 


as Magiſtrates, as Subjects, as Chriſtians,” 


When a Prince is made uneaſy and obſtrufted by po⸗ 


tent Factions in the Righteous Government of an un- 
_  ruly People; when the wileſt Deſigns for the Publick 


Good arceither direttly oppos d. or FArcificially fruſtra- 
ted; when the publick A&s of Government, or ſecret 
latentions' in them, are by the Arts of diffatisfied and 


wicked Men, blaſted with ſuch ſealouſies, or poiſon'd 


with ſueh Colours, as tend to eat out that Duty and 
Affection which is honeſtly due from the Hearts of the 


Subjects. Then is that Prince as truly Perſecuted for Righ- 


 Feofſneſs ſake, as if ſome" mighty Nino of the Earth in 


his Thirſt after Empire, ſhou'd with a Torrent of War 

over-bear the rightful Power. at one,” and yet! the 

Throne with the common duſt. : 

Wh pe a Alagiſtrate finds a Weight chrowe) in the 
ſtice, * the furious power of Part{es foree- 

ing in 9925 heavy on his Hands; when he is delay d 

in the execution of it by the tedious Art of Porind, 


wiſely contriv'd at firſt ſor ſteady Guards to-Juft aud 
Right, but wrapp'd by r il Hands, and 

gro ing Gains, to a more lingring . 
certain Wrongs, R.emedyleſs and Deſperate: When 


his A, Sentence is Kall d to eh 3 Bar of 
every Querelous, Intereſted, or pattiall Pragmatical 


- pretender ,, then is that  Mogiftiate as hy Perſecuted for | 
Righteouſneſs ſake, as if the Sword of Violence invaded | 
che Bench ir ſelf, and made 4 common. Sacrifice ol 5 
| Jadge eand Law together. A 
3 hen 4 2 2 ul Subj je is raduc'd' 4s Udatiful 16 
his Prince, for phate his Services to thoſe Bounds 
Which the Laws of God and Man have preſcrib'd to em; 
ot his fubrilion and Deference, within thoſe Bounds, is 


e 


: EF Ter for Right 
aufer ſake, when they ſuffer for 
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orment than the 


2 arc. err a nasses 
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Us 


repreſented odjuuſly to the people, as propenſity to Sla- 
— When his good Decds are ſpitiſuily legend and 
rvalud, or more skilfully aſcrib'd to ill Ends; and 


the juſt Eſteem or Reward of them ate intercepted, or 


[1 
4% 


loaded with an unequal Stock of Envy and Malice, and 
that coarſe DerraQtion which uſually follows: In a 
word, whenever he fuffers in his Goods, or Good 
Name, for adhering unmoveably to that even Courſe 
of Duty which our excellent Conſtitution does exact, 
eſpecially, from chat ſtate of Subjection which he is 
happily placd in; Then is that Subjec# as truly perſceu- 
ted for Riphttouſaeſs ſake, as if his Perion and his Liber- 
ies were trampkd under foot. | 
VV hben a Man's Sobt iety, and Conſcientiouſneſs, i 


| 3 
traduc'd as pteciſeneſs; his Love of Order, and De- 


cency, as Superſtition; his firm Adherence to well 


_eſtabliſh'd Principles, as Stifneſs, and Bigottry, and 


Narrownef of Mind; his true and unaffected Mo- 
deration in Things diſputed, as Indifference for the 
Truth ot them; or his Zeal for ſettled Truths, as the 
very Spirit of Perſecution : Then is that Chraiftian as 
tru Mu or Righreouſheſe ſake, as if he was driven 
rhe woful Choice of giving up either his Bible, or 
is Body to be Burnt of cither Sactificing, or being 
crific d to Idols. 2 


l[chooſe the rather to iaſtance in theſe kinds of Perſecutiont | 
-, becauſe they are ſo much of common uſe and practice, 
and come ſo thick upon good Men. from all Quarters, 
that it ſeems out of the power of the wiſeſt Laws, or 


the ſtricteſt Execution of them, by any Method of Con- 


Goodneſs af regen ſome Bounds to em, 
JFFͤͤTT10ç0ß PEI 


trivance, or Application to prevent em. 


The more Bloody Perſeeutions that lay waſte whole 


- | . Provinces, and make a general Havock of the Lives 


and Liberties of a People, are not the work of eve- 


| 2 Age or Country. Monſtrous as they are in 
the 


ir Nature, ſo are they in their Rarity too: Wide 
as tliey are in their waſteful Inundations, yet the 


which 


which they could not paſs; has ſhut up that. Ste. of 
Blood with Doors, and ſaid, Hitherto ſhals thou come, and 
wo farther ;, and bere ſhall thy proud Waves be fte d. For 
it is the Care and the Delighr of the good Providence: 
of God to Blaſt the Deſigns of Cruel Princes; to Hum- 


ble that Haughtyand Inſulting Spirit, which puts em 


upon being the Plagues of Mankind: and to Relicye,in- 
his own good Time, the Righteous Sufferers under their 

- mercileſs Perſecutions l 

But the Perſecutions of Malice and Defamation, the Re- 


vilings, the Evil-ſpeakings, that attend and purſue the 


ſteady practice of every Chriſtian Virtue, in every ſort 
of Station, ate the growth of every Time and Corner 
of the world; and as ſurely the Lot of every Good and 


Righteous Man, as they are beyond the niceſt Care of 


his utmoſt Circumſpection to prevent or cure. Even 

the higheſt ſeeming Commendatious in the Mouths of Men, 
skilhd in the Art of crafty Slander, when the Heat of their 
wicked Rage is ſo far under Command, as to give em 
leave to be Cool in their Malice, and deliberately Spit ſul; 
|  . ſhallcut ſharper, and wound deper than the keeneſt Sa- 
tyr, and make the more laſting and unmovable.lmpreſ- 


fions, for the falſe Diſguiſe and rotten Affectation of 


impartiality and Temper. . Their Lips drop as an Honey- 


comb, and their Mouth is ſmoother than Oil: But their End. 


is bitter as Wormwood, and ſharp as a two-edged Sword. 


lt is time then to make good our Way to the hi h 


- Rewards and Comforts of This defenceleſs State, thro' the 
Duties which it requires at our Hande. 
Some would indeed perſuade us not to look for Duty 
here, ſince ir is aot in our Power whether we ſhall be 
Perſecuted or not; and rather to keep our Eye on the 


Suffering: for Righteouſneſs ſake, when they do befal us. 
and we cannot help it; than to Prevobe thoſe Sufferings, 
and pull em down upon our Heads, in proſpect of a 


| ; Pr IZC which we have no Encouragemeat or 9 85 to 
. 137% e 
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Rewards and Conſolations, which are to-ſupporrt us in our 


8 
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his in the gth of St. Lale, at the 2 


(9) 
hall bo 1 Crown — (what they will call )our 
ſs and Inconſi deration. 

* ——＋ — I muſt profeſs | know not of any G- 
ſpel Comfort or Reward, which has not ſame relation to; 
a Goſpel. Duty; belides that, I have, I think, evinc d al- 
— that theſe 5 r, are the Lot of every good Man, 
and unavoidably follow the ſteady Practice of the re- 
gular Duties Xe every Station. It appears alſo yet farther. - 
to me, from the whole Tenour of the Goſpel, That we 
are not only bound to purſue that Track of Davy wherein 
we ſee theſe Sufferings will await us; but that we arc alſo; 
ofteen LEY 'd to enter into it, even with that ver View and 


Prof} 
Mai is what c our [== wk means by that Saying of 
7 Verſe : If any Man 


will come after me, let bim deng, bimſe pk ts — bis Cole 


daily and folow me. Where What we are to do d ay by 


day, ought to be in our u, Power; and therefore, 
mult certainly ſigniſy tobe j 8 Senſe Adive, ſome 
wa to contribute to out 


By Confeſ;on I mean a clear and open Profeſſion of 
our Belief, tho we foreſee it will bring Danger upon wha 
unavoidably. Whenever we ſhall diſcern that by our 
Silence, or Diſguifing our Jadg gment in thing 0 Hack 

mon Duty, the Name of Chriſt is likely to "be diſho- 
nourd, or our Neighbour's Soul eee we are 


bound to ſpeak, tho we ſuffer. for it all that che ſnar- 


ling Rage, or active Cruelty of wicked Men can bring 
_ By Prat] Extmpl rein 
y Pracbice mean an Exemplary e dire y 
ſet pry Oppoſition tothe com 21 2h, br the 
wicked World. by xl .. we ſurely bring upon out 
ſelves Reviling, Hatred and lj urio Dealing from the 
molt of Men, as ſuch who by our Lives. condemn: their 
wicked Doings. For they think it ſtrange, fays St. Peter; 
3. Pct; 4. 4 That: jou. run not them to the ſame exceſs f 


TE ulla 2 e n of their 2 | 
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of; and that we may do, 
ll by Confeſſion of the "Aden, or by Practice. 


the Text, thoſe that are — — fer R 


Let us 
which our ear gre Maſter hath of their Performance. 


| ſteady Perſeverance in Chriſtian Piet) 


Fun. Can we deſpair of t 


5 io") 
ſoning belbmun⸗ a fuche ſecond Clipe ol 


the Book of Viſdom. 

Let ws lie in wait for the Ripbitons, ſaysrhe Wicked Man 
there, for be n not for our Turn, and be is clean contrary to 
our Doings. He upbraids 1 With our 


objetts to our Infamy the Tranſgreſſions of our Education, He 
Was made o our Thoughts, He is grie vom to m even 


te bebold. For bis Life is not like other Ment,” bis ways ave 
2 borne ring We are Mee of bim as. Cormterſeits : 


Ne abfains from our Ways as from Filtineſs, He pronouncerh 
the End of the Fu he BRECd. | Let ws therefore, fays. he, 


examine bim wit Deſpirefulneſs and Torture, let as condemn 


bim with a ſhameful Death. 
Theſe are the 4#s of taking ap the Croſs, the Durics 
which put us in the Number of the Perſons defign'd in 
I ſake. For 
tis a ſhame that our Bl mould be-irtfiied on us, 
and that we ſhould be wer mve in our Happineſs : p 
inqufte a little more diſtiuctly into the Senſe 


That kind of Suffering Whith is on the Account of a 
= — __ 9 . 
ipture, Suffering with Chrift, and Dying ith C 
the Dying of the Lord Je. Now if when we ſuffer we 


ſuffer with him, He ſuffers in our Sufferings ; if we bear 


in our Bodies his Dying; his are all choke Sufferings 
which we bear for his Names ſake. So we find Him — | 
nouncing from Heaven, tbe Seat of his Glory, after his 
 Perfonat Safferings on Earth were finifh'd : ben Saul 


was bregi bing oat Slaughter agaipft 1be Diſciples of the Lord, 


Nat Saul, "faf$he, why Perſetuteth thou me? 


call we they believe thoſe Sufferings fit for us to 


le The Weight of which the Shoulders of the Son 


of God are under, and wp us to ſuſtain ? V ſuffer with 
e glorious Reward of thoſe 


Safferings, which the Saviour of the World -expreſly 
tells us, in a Voice from Heaven, that he Wanne 1s in- 


Oa 


velpa in? Þ is the 5 of the Lord Feſus, | 


offending the Law, and 
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On the other hand, the being «ffrigbred from raking 


up the Croſs in an Exemplary Oppolition to the reign- 
3 the wicked World, he call's being e 
of bim, and bis lllor di, in this Adulterous and ſinful Generation.” 
In an Age of Monſters, when {tric e, honeſt 
Quietneſs is out of countenance ; and bold Wickedneſs, 
deſperate Atheiſm, and heady Faction carry all before 
em: He that by an open come of Honeſty and Virtue 
dares not own the feornfu} Name of a Religious Man; 
that will be yielding in his Compliances, and counter- 
fcir ſome faſhionable Opinion, or Vice, to be eaſy in 


Company, and Converſation; he-that dares not clear- 


iy and firmly profeſs and maintain the Truth of that 
alth and choſe Principles, of whoſe Agreement with 
the Doctrine of the Holy Scriptures, and the Practice 
of the Primitive Church, he has had a long and ſettled 
Conviction upon his Conſcience; He it is that is aſhaw'd 


- of Chrift is bir Hurd: And the Reward he is to expect, is 


this; That of bim alſo Wall the Son of Man be aſhamed, when 
he comes in the Glory of the” Father with hu Holy Angels. 
The not eonfeſisg bim beftte Men, our Saviour alſo 
calls denying bim; and the Puniſhment of the guilty 
Cowards is, that be will dem tbtm before bu Father which 
4 in Haun OO e 1 G8 
Vain therefore, is the falſe Confidence of thoſe wary 
Men, who think jt they can coyer their Opinions in 


matters of Conſcience with Silence, or with Words 
| which diſcovers their ſudgments, yet leſs than Silence, 


ſo as to preſerve themſelves from open Danger, and ap- 
parent Sin; they are abundantly Innocent The Td. 


ment Seat of Chriſt will take Cognizauce of no fach | 
Niceties. He reckons Silence, to avoid any kind of Af-' 


fliction whatever: wheit ConfyFon is requir d either by 
Duty to the Magiſtrate, ot by Charity to our Neigh- 


bour, or by the bold and inſolent Oppolitton of them 


that dem the Lord that bought "them, made abſaltitely ne 
ceſſary to the Deſence ot his Truth; when it is fit to 
fari-Re theſe gay Aggreſſots, that God is not fo il a 


Maſter, I 
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= am 
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Maſter, not ſo meanly ſery'd, that no one ſhould have 
the Gratitude or Integrity to ſtand up in his Defence: 
He reckons Silence here, to be plain Denial; and Equivo- 
eating Language to be Rejection of Him. Depart from me, 
will he lay, at the laſt Day, ye workers of Iniquity I Kn 
Jon not. Aud tho they ſhould plead that they have Eat) 

and Drauk in hu 2 and that Hs hath taught in tbeir 
Streets ; yet, it they have declin d Aſlictiums, hen they lay 
in the way e before men; if they have not 
ſtuck to him, when they ſaw the Swords and the Stayes 
about em, He knows em not: They muſt depart into ut- 
ter Darneſs, where there is weeping, and wailing, and gnaſu- 
ing. ef Teeth where there will be a ſad Exchange of Suf- 
Kring from whence no Compoſition can Redeem em; 
but the fiery Torment, and the gnawing Worm within 
nl... WE 
But Suffering for Conſcience ſake is matter of. great Joy, 
a ſolid ground of Comfort preſent and to come. 
It is a Royal Gift from Heaven ; ſo St. Paul tells the 
Philippians, Phil. 1. 29. To you, ſays he, it as given on the 
[ 124 Fl ach not only to Believe in Him, but aiſo to Suffer 
or his la s. : | r 1 1 
I. is an Hanaur which the Angels themſelves are not 
capable of Reſerv d to fill up the Joy of an Apoſtle, re- 
jaicing that be is counted worthy to ſuffer ſhame for ChrifF's 


ſake, TAB, 30 "op Se 7 Js TY ; e 
this encouraging Proſpect which ſuſtain d St. 
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Paul, and carried him on thro' that noble Path of Vir- 
tue, which led him to it, glorifying in Tribulations. We» 
| Repoyce, lays he, is hope of the Glory of God; and not only ſo, 
| but we glory in Tribulation alſo, knowing Tribulation worketh 
Patience, and Patience Experience, and Experience Hope, and 
| Hops ee e en, dug, the Lowe of God ie f 
4 abroad in ogg Hearts by the Holy Ghoſt which is given unto uu. 
Tis h Hope which our Bleſſed Saviour (here gives 
as the Ground of our Happineſs; and the Reward of our 
| Safferings, When he ſays, Bled wa 6, whey en 
le pu, aud perſecute ou, and ſay all manner of evil againſt. 
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you-falſly for my ſabe. Rejoyce and be exceeding glad, for great 
is your Reward in Heaven. Nen 


And then, if either St. Paul knew what to Glory in, 


or Heaven be worth hoping for z if our Blefled Saviour 
knew what was truly matter of Joy and Comfort, or 


if he who only hath the Joys of Heaven to diſpoſe of, 
can give us an Aſſurance of em; we have Reaſon to 
Glory in Tribulationn to Rejoyce in Perſecut ions and Reviling: 
for the Name of Cbriſt, and to promiſe our ſelves, that 
2 with Him, we' ſhall alſo Reign with bim in hit 
L. — ſtrangely Perverſe then, is the Reaſoning of 
thoſe Men, who beat the Suffering: with moſt Impati- 


| - ence which come upon em wrongfully ! It wou'd not 


trouble em, will they ſay, if they had deſery'd this U- 
ſage; then they could have born it patienly: But when 
they Merit no ſuch Dealing; That, That'sthe Things 
hat Gails ons; +l Dd 7. 34 

Now this is to be Diſcontemed,” merely becauſe they 


are in a State of Bleſſedneſs ! Suffering, when we do de- 


ſerve it of Men, as no Promiſe, that I know of an- 
nex'd to it , *rjs. not our Virtue, but our Puniſhment. 
Now what a ſtrange thing is iz, that a Man ſhoud be 


more content to ſuffer Juſtly, tho That is but and E- 


vidence of his Wickedneſs; than to ſuffer the ſame 
5 hings Unjuſtly, when they both promote and affure 
him of his Adoption? When the Suffer ings, in both 
Caſes, are the fame; What is This but to prefer the 


SGuilt and laſamy of a Malefacter, before the Inno- 


cence, the Glory, and the Crown ofa Martyr? _ 
What one Quality or Conſequence is there in Sin, 
which ſhould make the Burthen of it ſit the Lighter? 
1 the Torture Eaſier to the Criminal, becauſeattended 
with his own Self- Condemnation? Is a cruel Deatn 
more Tolerable to him for a Moment, becauſe it de- 
livers him yer to an Eternal ue: 
What one Quality or Conſequence is there in Right 
teonſneſs, or the Name Cbriſt, which-can add Weight 
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e of the Reward of Suffering in 100 Was 
peculiarl 1 a Goſpel Promiſe : The Law clearly Reveal'd | 
none ſu | 
And: cherefote; when the Cafnts of: God are Perſe Fe 
cated, in the Old Teſtament, we do not find' em 
| Comſorting themſelves witli any ſuch Hopes; but 
with a Prophetical Revenge confilerin the Lt End | 
If their Perfecutors, encouraging themſclves/ with the | 


to the Suſſerin bring n us? 16 the com inn 
m_ of # f #go 00 5 — Then ing upor + Burthen when we 


need of its Support? Or do the Joys of Hea- | 
ven. en — open to us,; make us lnpaclene to be out of 
the Way chat jeads us to it? | 


1s it a Commen thing to fee Sin yy ? Is it That 


which ſweetens the bitter Cup? Yet neither is it New 
5 for Righteou Men to Sefer. 


The Conelafion of my 
Text affords us a freſly Encouragement in the Accoumt 


Which of the' Prophicr Mi your Fathers Perfeented 7 


of rhe Juſt One, of whom ye have beew now the Betrayerr and 


- Murtherers, ſaid St. Stephen to the Jews, when * were 
about to Stotie him; Aud bs ſaw the Son of Man nl 


at the Ripht-hand of God ready is receivs bit Spirit. | 
Iſaiah they Saw'd aſunder. Feremy they nd ſo in, 


that the Pro ecy of the very Agonies of Chriſt, in 
the 53d. of Iſ#iab, is 5 by many Learned Men to 


be debign'd alſo for a ſon of Feremy's Suffetings. 


3 the very belt. of God's Saints were usd, and 


ef ow, the Land of the Living, for ſeving © God, 
were not ſure: they ſhould” receive a Vr 
—— for this their Suffering? Everlaſting Bleſſed- 


Proſpect of the Juſtice of God, which would appent 
in the Ruin that would ſhortly overwhelm their 
mies, and with Hopes that God would, after a Time, 


teſtore em. | 
3 Song therefore, che Encouragemens "= 4 
| n ; . *5 7 


ves us, that fo porfeeured they the Prophets which were | 


| be ore you, 


And they bawe Slain them which fhew'd before of -rhe Coming. 
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cut em off from 
cut off from the Land 


Expectation 1 Canaan was their Hope, and their Re- 
ward , and yet 1 did endure thoſe Perſecutions that 
the Reward they hop'd for. To be 
of the Living, was the E Judg- 
ment that an 1ſreelzte could ſear; and to to Hea- 
ven is the utmoſt Poſſibilĩity of a Cbriſtians Hopes and 
Wiſhes. And ſhall a Few with more Patience and A- 
lacrity receive ba Judgment, than We do. our Crown ? 


Are our own happieſt Wiſkes more Terrible to Us, than 


Deſtruction was to him? And ſhall a Martyr'd: If azlite 


go more willingly to the Grave, than e will to Heas 


Ven. N N a | 5 
ye may be aſham'd of that Stupidity which. Gods 

Manſions cannot move, when the Saints under the Lam 
were moy'd without em, and when. the Sosa of God bim- 
ſeff was moy'd with the Proſpect of 'emto-undergo hit - 
ter Agonies and a cruel Death, For, for the Foy that 
a ſet before Him, he endur d the Croſs, daſpis'd the Shame, © 

and i ſet down at the Right-band of Gl. 
And the ſame Jos are 


d to Us, if we will 1 
with Patience the Race that & ſet before s: For we have the 


Word of Truth it ſelf for our Aſſurance, That if we be 


conform d to the Image of hu Death, we ſhall alſo be conform d 
ta the Image of bis Reſurreition. . * * eme 
Which God: of bis Infinite Mercy ant to us all, rhroug 5 the 

| sf Melanie by 252 Chrift our Lor: | 


- To whom with the Father, and thc Holy Spirit, Three 
|- Perſons, and One God, be. all Honour and Glory now and 


ample, which held out under ſo much leſs Support and 
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